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cases of Basedow’s disease. Of these sixty have been operated on 
without one death. Of seven patients there is no news to be had; two 
are better, and fifty-one are cured. In thirty-two cases the operation 
consisted of excision of one side, in eight cases’ of excison of one side and 
one ligature on the opposite side, in three cases of excision of one side 
and partial excision of the other, in four cases of ligation of both superior 
arteries, in six cases of ligation of the two superior and one inferior 
artery. Of the typical Basedow’s or Graves’ aisease, he has operated 
on one hundred and six cases. There have been nine deaths; five patients 
have died later of different affections, partly without any relation to 
the disease; six have had tetany after the operation without a death; 
seven are better than before the operation; nine are greatly or 
even extraordinarily improved; sixty-two are cured, and in thirty- 
four of these the cure is perfect. Excepting the nine patients 
who died, there has been no patient who has not in reality been bene¬ 
fited a great deal by the operation. 

Combining the typical and severe, and the milder and beginning 
forms, he has had a total of 175 operations, with nine deaths, equal to 
5 per cent.; a cure or extraordinary amelioration in all milder forms, 
and in 70 per cent, of the severe cases. He considers that with such 
statistical results we must admit that the disease is not a neurosis, but 
a disease localized to the thyroid gland, with the removal of which the 
source of the mischief is taken away. Practically the most important 
fact is that Graves’ (Basedow’s) disease means a thyrotoxic affection 
in opposition to cachexia thyreopriva. 

We may state positively that overactivity of the thyroid gland would, 
for one reason or another, be quite sufficient to explain the appearance 
of the symptoms of Graves’ disease, and their disappearance after opera¬ 
tion. Operation should be done before organic changes have developed 
in the heart, which werepresent in all the fatal cases. Judicial medical 
treatment before operation should be carried out, the most important 
features of which are small doses of iodine for a short time, continuous 
use of phosphates,’and absolute mental and bodily rest. 


A New Method of Performing G astrotomy. —Tavel ( Zcntralb . f. 
Chir., June 9, 1906) says that methods like the Witzel, Marwedel, 
Kader, and Kuster II, while they provide a more or less long passage, 
are not lined with mucous membrane or skin, and tend to dose unless a 
sound is left in more or less permanently. The canal is small, and 
besides, the stomach is fixed to the abdominal wall, so that the function 
of the stomach is interfered with. Tavel has tried his new method 
successfully on three dogs, and on one man for an impassable stricture 
of the oesophagus. Under morphine-ether anesthesia an incision 10 
cm. long was made, two-thirds above, and one-third bdow the um¬ 
bilicus. A loop of intestine, 15 cm. long, in the region of the jejunum 
haying a long mesentery, was isolated, by dividing it at both ends. 
This portion was then placed in a moist towel, while the two cut ends 
of the intestine were brought together and sutured, so that its continuity 
yvas restored. The anal end of the isolated piece of intestine, whicn 
was marked by a forceps, was passed through an opening in the meso¬ 
colon and omentum, and anastomosed to the anterior wall of the 
stomach, its stomach end being fixed in the abdominal wound,, which 
was sutured around it. Except for a slight pneumonia at the base of 
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the right lung, healing occurred without accident Two weeks after the 
operation the patient was fed with solid food. An artificial oesophagus 
about 15 cm. long, from the skin surface of the abdomen to the stomach, 
is thus provided, which does not permit the expulsion of food on cough- 
ing or straining. 
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Bile in Gastrointestinal and Hepatic Disorders.—M. Nig at (Revue 
de Therapcutique , 1906, 387) considers that extract of ox-gall is very 
useful in these affections. Bile is the most puissant cholagogue at 
at our disposal, and in therapeutic dosage is non-toxic. The toxic 
elements of bile are the pigments, and these may be eliminated. Bile 
has a field of therapeutic application in gallstone disease, jaundice, 
hepatic insufficiency, cholemia, etc. It is also effective in dyspeptic 
disorders, particularly in constipation and enterocolitis. His favorite 
preparation is the extract of ox-gall, the minimum dose of which is from 
7i to 15 grains administered in pill form after meals. In extreme 
instances it may be necessary to give as large a quantity as 75 grains, 
but such doses snould not be continued. The pills should be coated with 
keratin or similar substance, so that their contents may not be set free 
until they reach the intestine. The patient should be advised to drink 
more than the usual amount of water in order that the increased quan¬ 
tity of bile which is excreted as a result of the medication may not be¬ 
come inspissated; it is often wise in this connection to give euonyinin 
or podopnyllin in combination with the bile extract If any infectious 
condition is present, salol may be added. 
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Therapeutics Based on Pathological Physiology.—R. C. Cabot (Boston 
Med. and Surg. Jour., 1906, civ, 57) concludes a paper under this title 
as follows: Treatment based on pathological physiology is neither 
the best nor the worst type of therapeutics. It occupies a position inter¬ 
mediate between etiological treatment and symptomatic treatment. 
It is based on theories of the nature and trend of the body’s reaction 
against the materia morbi, theories which must be constantly and empi¬ 
rically verified. Empiricism is not a type of treatment, but an essential 
elementjin nil treatment, nevertheless theory is invaluable because it 
furnishes the motive power of most scientific progress. Empirical 


